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2015 Clean Water Summit 
Arboretum Event Focuses on Managing Rainwater Runoff and 
Protecting Groundwater Supplies 

Chanhassen, MN (Aug. 27, 2015) – We manage rainwater runoff in our communities in a 

variety of ways, including the use of green infrastructure practices such as raingardens, green 

roofs and pervious surfaces.  

These practices work by reducing runoff, removing pollutants and soaking water into the ground 

to enhance the supply of groundwater we rely on for many uses, including drinking. However, 

once the runoff soaks into the ground, where does it go exactly? And what happens to the 

pollutants it carries?  

The 2015 Clean Water Summit will address these questions when it convenes Tuesday, Sept. 15, 

at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. The summit will feature surface 

water and groundwater professionals from state and local agencies, as well as the University of 

Minnesota, along with keynote presenter Dr. Shirley Clark from Penn State Harrisburg, whose 

research focuses on the impact of our engineered environments on nature and public health, 

specifically related to rainwater runoff and the quality of surface waterbodies and groundwater 

supplies. 

Through presentations and discussion, these professionals will explore surface water and 

groundwater interactions, including: 

• how land use and runoff management have altered our natural hydrologic systems; 

• the role green infrastructure plays in surface water management in our communities; 

• current research and trends for addressing issues and concerns related to surface water 
management and impacts to groundwater quality and supply.  

The summit is geared to anyone involved in stormwater and groundwater management, community 
development and redevelopment, municipal operations, as well as design professionals, consulting 
engineers and landscape architects, contractors , developers, policymakers and interested citizens. 
Registration is $70 for Arboretum members and conference affiliates; $80 for general public. Visit 
www.arboretum.umn.edu/2015CleanWaterSummit.aspx or call 612-301-1210.  
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